PAT 06/02/06-0027 

06/02 06 09:28 FAX +852 2827 5309 CHINA PATENT AGTHK ©003/009 



CPME0243828D 

Patent Office of the People's Republic of China 

Address : Receiving Section at the Chineso Patent Office, No. 6 Tuchenft Road Wcsl, Haidian Disuici, Beijing. Postal code: 100088 





SEIKO EPSON CORPORATION 


January 20, 
2006 


V -.M xTV^' S : 


China Patent Agent (H.K.) Ltd. 




02159776.6 




May 13, 1999 




INK CARTRIDGE FOR INK-JET PRINTING APPARATUS 



Second Office Action 

1 . Ef The examiner has received the Observations, submitted by the applicant on 

2005.07.20 in response to the 1st Office Action issued by the Patent Office, 
and on this basis continued to conduct examination as to substance of the 
captioned patent application. 

□ On the basis of the Reexamination Decision made by the Reexamination Board of 

the Chinese Patent Office on , the examiner has continued to conduct 

examination as to substance of the captioned patent application. 

□ 

2. Further examination has been conducted in the light of the following application 
document(s): 

n the amended application document(s) attached to the said observations. 

0 the application document(s) at which the previous Office Action is directed, and the 

replacement sheet(s) of the amended application document(s) attached to the 

said Observations. 

□ the application document(s) at which the previous Office Action is directed. 

□ the application document(s) confirmed in the said Reexamination Decision, 
□ 

3. 13 In this Office Action no new reference documents have been cited. 

0 The following reference document(s) is/are cited in this Office Action. (Its/Their serial 
number(s) shaii come after those previously cited and will continue to be used 
throughout the examination procedure): 
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4. Concluding comments of the examiner: 

□ On the description: 

□ The amendment to the description is not in conformity with the provision of Art. 33 
of the Patent Law. 

□ The content of the application comes within the scope where no patent right 
shall be granted as prescribed in Art. 5 of the Patent Law. 

□ The description Is not in conformity with the provision of Art. 26, para. 3 of the 
Patent Law. 

□ The drafting of the description is not in conformity with the provision of Rule 18 of 
the Implementing Regulations. 

EI On the claims: 

□ The amendment to Claim(s) __ i$ not in conformity with the provision of Art. 33 
of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) come(s) within the scope where no patent right shall be granted 

as prescribed in Art. 25 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim (s) is/are not in conformity with the definition of invention in Rule 2, 

para, 1 of the Implementing Regulations. 

Ef Claim (s) 1-4.7-10.21 .22.24,25 possesses) no novelty as prescribed in Art. 22, 

para. 2 of the Patent Law. 
13 Claim($) 23.26 po$$ess(es)no inventiveness as prescribed in Art- 22, para. 3 

of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) _ possess(es) no practical applicability as prescribed in Art. 22. 

para. 4 of the Patent Law. 

0 Claim (s) 12.13.15-18 is/are not in conformity with the provision of Art. 26 r 

para. 4 of the Patent Law. 
n Claim(s) is/are not in conformity with the provision of Art. 31, para. 1 of the 

Patent Law. 

E3 Claim(s) 11.14 is/are not in conformity with the provisions of Rule 20 of the 
Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim (s) is/are not in conformity with the provision of Art. 9 of the Patent 

Law. 

0 Claim (s) 5.6.19.20 is/are not in conformity with the provision of Rule 21 of 
the Implementing Regulations. 
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See the text portion of this Office Action for a detailed analysis of the above 
concluding comments, 

5. In view of the above concluding comments, the examiner deems that 

□ the applicant should make amendment to the application document(s) according 
to the requirements raised in the text portion of this Office Action. 

0 the applicant should expound in his/its observations the reason why the captioned 
patent application is patentable and make amendment to what is not in 
conformity with the provisions as pointed out in the text portion of this Office Action, 
otherwise the said application will be rejected. 

□ the patent application has no substantive content(s) for which the patent right may 
be obtained, if the applicant has no sufficient reason to demonstrate that the 
captioned application may be granted a patent right said the application will be 
rejected, 

6. The applicant sh ould pay attention to the following matters: 

(1) According to the provision of Art. 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant should submit 
his/its observations within two months from the date of receipt of this Office Action; if, 
without any justified reason (s), the time limit for making a response is not met the said 
application shall be deemed to have been withdrawn. 

(2) The amendment(s) made by the applicant to the application should be in 
conformity with the provisions of Art. 33 of the Patent Law and Rule 51 of the 
Implementing Regulations thereof, the amended text should be in duplicate and its 
form should conform to the relevant provisions of the Guidelines for Examination. 

(3) The observations and/or amended text of the applicant should be submitted to the 
Receiving Section of the Chinese Patent Office by mail or by personal delivery, if not 
submitted Receiving Section by mail or by personal delivery, the document(s) will 
have no legal effect 

(4) If no appointment is made in advance, the applicant and/or the agent shall not 
come to the Chinese Patent Office to hold an interview with the examiner. 

7. This Office Action consists of the text portion totaling 3 page(s) and of the 
following attachment(s): 

13 _J copy(copies) of the reference document(s) cited totaling 5 page(s). 



Examination Dept. No. Examiner 

2206 
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TEXT OF THE SECONF OFFICE ACTION 



The applicant filed his observations and amended application documents 
on July 20, 2005. He amended the description and abstract in response to 
the First Office Action. Said amendments, filed as requested in said 
Office Action, were made within the disclosure of the original claims and 
the description and, hence, allowable. The examiner, upon a further 
examination thereon, now raises again comments hereunder 

1. Claim 1 lacks novelty under Article 22.2 of the Chinese Patent Law, 
Patent reference CN 1125175A (reference 1) published on June 26, 1996 
has disclosed an ink cartridge (of the same technical category). Said in 
cartridge comprises a housing having walls 501 and an opening, said 
housing containing ink. Also, a top wall of said housing being constituted 
by a lid 516 covering said opening of said housing; an ink chamber 
defined by said housing and said lid; an ink supply port 513 formed on a 
lower end of said housing (see fig. 2 of said reference). It is obviously 
shown in figures 6(a) and 6(b), a recess is formed in an outer surface of 
the lid and a seal member 545 adhered onto the outer surface of said lid. 
And the seal member seals a ink-containing hole 514 such that said recess 
is isolated from an interior of the ink cartridge and exposed partially [see 
recesses shown in the left bottom comer and right bottom comer in 
figures 6(a) and 6(b)], When the ink cartridge being packed under a 
vacuum position, pressure within the recesses are obviously lower than 
the atmospheric pressure owing to the recesses being exposed (see the 
description, page 9, line 2 from the bottom to page 10, line 11). Hence, 
reference 1 has substantively disclosed the technical solution of claim 1 . 
Said recesses are also obviously for gas receiving purposes. So, claim 1 
lacks novelty over reference 1 . 

2. As obviously shown in reference 1, figures 6(a) and 6(b), the seal 
member 545 partially covers the recesses at the right bottom comers 
respectively thereof; and the seal member is partially removable. Thus, 
the lid and the ink supply port, as shown in fig. 2 of reference 1 5 are 
formed respectively on the upper end and over end of the ink cartridge. 
Thus, the additional technical features of claims 2-4 have likewise been 
disclosed by reference L Said claims, as a result, lack novelty required 
under Article 22 2 of the Chinese Patent Law 
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3. Dependent claims 5 and 6, while claiming respectively a subject matter 
of the ink cartridge, define respectively a printer. Said definitions are 
obviously irrelative to the invention object claimed in the present 
invention (i,e.; for receiving gas seepage out of the ink cartridge by 
means of recesses in the outer surface of the lid). This is not in 
conformity with Rule 2L3 of the Implementing Regulations. The 
applicant should delete said claims. 

4. As obviously shown in reference 1, figures 6(a) and 6(b), the lid 516 
has two recesses formed in the outer surface of the lid; said outer surface 
has a fine, circuitous groove 541 and air communication holes 514, 515. 
Thus, the additional technical features of claims 7-9 have likewise been 
disclosed by reference L Said claims, as a result, lack novelty required 
under Article 22 .2 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

5. Claim 10 lacks novelty under Article 22.2 of the Chinese Patent Law, 
Patent reference CN 1125175A (reference 1) published on June 26, 1996 
has disclosed an ink cartridge (of the same technical category)- Said ink 
cartridge comprises an ink cartridge main body having an ink chamber 
502 communicating with an ink supply port 513; and a lid 516 covering 
an opening of the ink cartridge and having an atmosphere communication 
port 514 (see reference 1, fig. 2). It is obviously shown in figures 6(a) and 
6(b), a narrow groove 54 1, sealed by a seal member 542 to define a 
capillary, is formed on the lid. And a recess is formed in an outer surface 
of the lid; said recess and narrow groove being separately independent. 
When the ink cartridge being packed under a vacuum position, pressure 
within the recesses are obviously lower than the atmospheric pressure 
owing to the recesses being exposed. Hence, reference 1 has substantively 
disclosed the technical solution of claim 10. Said recesses are also 
obviously for gas receiving purposes. So, claim 10 lacks novelty over 
reference I under Article 22.2 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

6. Following are not anticipated in the description, viz.: "protruding 
portions' in claims 12 5 18; c a notch 5 in claim 13; additional technical 
features of claim 15; "an annular groove' in claims 16, 17; and 'an 
engagement groove 5 in claim 18. Said claims, therefore, are not supported 
by the description and not in conformity with Article 26.4 of the Chinese 
Patent Law. 

7. Claims 11 and 14 claim protection scopes indefinite and not in 
conformity with Rule 20.1 of the Implementing Regulations. In claim 11, 
it is unclear why a plurality of the recesses formed to mutually 
communicate with each other Since it being a recess defined in claim 10, 
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how it self-contradictorily turns to 'a plurality the recesses' here in claim 
11? In claim 14, it is unclear how is an opening area of the recess be 
dimensioned so as to prevent the film from closing the recess by the 
action of atmospheric pressure. 

8. Dependent claims 5 and 6 each defines an additional technical feature 
of a rib for the purpose of guiding engagement between the lid and the 
ink cartridge main body. Said definitions are obviously irrelative to the 
invention object claimed in the present invention (i.e.: for receiving gas 
seepage out of the ink cartridge by means of recesses in the outer surface 
of the lid). This is not in conformity with Rule 2L3 of the Implementing 
Regulations. The applicant should delete said claims. 

9. Reference 1, figures 6(a) and 6(b) indicates narrow grooves 541, 54 V 
and 541" parallel one with another and separated one from another by 
protruding portions. The seal member 542 covers said grooves serving as 
capillaries, A seal member 545 also covers said narrow grooves. The seal 
members 542 and 545 are adhered across each other; and the openings of 
the narrow grooves and opening of the recess are covered by a removable 
seal member 545. Thus, the additional technical features of claims 21-22 
and 24-25 have likewise been disclosed by reference 1 . Said claims, as a 
result, lack novelty required under Article 22.2 of the Chinese Patent 
Law. 

10. Claim 23 further defines the opening of each of the grooves. Yet, it 
fails to trace from the description that said definition represents 
whatsoever prominent substantive feature or possesses notable progress. 
Hence, said claim 23 can not be considered mventive under Article 22.3 
of the Chinese Patent Law. 

1 1 . Claim 26 defines the ink cartridge is packed by a packing member of 
an air impermeable film under a vacuum condition. Yet, it is commonly 
known in the art to pack an ink cartridge in a vacuum condition. It is 
but only natural that an air impermeable film be used under the recess for 
storing gas seepage out of the ink. Hence, said claim is rendered non- 
inventive under Article 223 of the Chinese Patent Law. 

To sum up, the applicant should file, within the time limit prescribed 
herewith, ample reasons testifying the claims of the present application 
possessing novelty and inventiveness over the disclosure made in 
reference L (Or, he should amend the claims with ample reasons 
expounding said claims possessing novelty and inventiveness over 
reference 1). He should also overcome other existing defects at the same 
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time. If failing which, the present application can hardly be acceptable. 
Amendments filed by the applicant to the present application documents 
should comply with Article 33 of the Chinese Patent Law in not going 
beyond the contents contained in the original description and the claims. 

The applicant is further reminded that same members should be filed in 
the same terms. Since defects of different members filed in the same 
terms appear in the present application, the applicant is suggested to have 
each member mentioned in the claims added with its corresponding 
reference sign, with a parenthesis, to facilitate better understanding of the 
claims. 
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